Top of Form

Grade Level Equivalent: 3-7
Lexile Framework: 700L
Reading Level: 6.8
Guided Reading Level: S
Age: 8-12


Genre: Adventure, Classics
Subject: Siblings, Art and Artists, Runaways
[image: image1.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www2.scholastic.com/content/presentation/www/images/more_resources_top.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image2.png]MORE RESOURCES




· Extension Activity 

· Vocabulary Builder 





Scholastic Reading Counts!
Quiz Available
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From the Mixed Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler Discussion Guide

· PRINT 

· EMAIL 

QUESTIONS TO TALK ABOUT
COMPREHENSION AND RECALL
1. Why does Claudia pick Jamie to run away with? 2. How does Jamie get his money? 
HIGHER LEVEL THINKING SKILLS
3. Why does Claudia enjoy planning? 
4. Why does Mrs. Frankweiler say that flattery is an important machine? How does Claudia use this on Jamie? 
5. How would you describe Claudia's escape plans?

6. Why does Mrs. Frankweiler identify with Claudia? 
7. Claudia sends in two coupons just as they leave home. What does that suggest about her future plans? 
8. “Often the search proves more profitable than the goal.” Why does Mrs. Frankweiler say this to her lawyer? 
9. How do you think Mr. and Mrs. Kincaid felt when Claudia and Jamie ran away? 
10. How does the author get your attention in the first paragraph? 
LITERARY ELEMENTS
11. Point-of-view: Who is telling the story? To whom is she telling it? 
12. Plot development: How does the New York Times article connect Claudia and Jamie to Mrs. Frankweiler? 
PERSONAL RESPONSE
13. Claudia thinks she is running away because of injustice. What's your opinion about Claudia's sense of injustice?
14. Have you ever wanted to escape or run away from something you didn't like? Do you think Claudia and Jamie were fair to their family when they ran away?
15. How do you feel about the way Jamie wins in cards against Bruce? How do you think friends should treat one another?
16. What section of the museum would you have chosen to study?
QUESTIONS TO TALK ABOUT
COMPREHENSION AND RECALL
1. How do experts determine the authenticity of an artwork? 
2. How do Claudia and Jamie get more money? 
3. What is the name Jamie uses for the post office box? 
4. Why don't Claudia and Jamie ask one of the children in the museum to deliver their letter to the office? 
HIGHER LEVEL THINKING SKILLS
5. Why is the dust under a bed in the museum important to Claudia and Jamie? 
6. What do you think Claudia was running away from? (Possible: boredom, chores, lack of excitement and adventure, herself.)
7. Why does Claudia say they'll take a “long, long bath” when they rent a post office box? 
LITERARY ELEMENTS
8. Point-of view: How does the author remind readers that this story is being told by Mrs. Frankweiler? 
PERSONAL RESPONSE
9. Claudia and Jamie talk about homesickness. Have you ever been homesick? How would you define it?
10. Claudia says, “When you hug someone, you learn something else about them. An important something else.” What do you think she means?
QUESTIONS TO TALK ABOUT
COMPREHENSION AND RECALL
1. Why is the letter from the museum a disappointment?

2. How does Claudia keep Jamie from going home? 
3. Why doesn't Claudia want to tell Mrs. Frankweiler where they were hiding?
4. Why are Mrs. Frankweiler's files mixed up? 
HIGHER LEVEL THINKING SKILLS
5. Why does Jamie suggest that they go home after they get the museum's letter? Why does Claudia want to stay? 
6. Why do Mrs. Frankweiler and the children get along so well? 
7. Mrs. Frankweiler says, “When the stakes are high, I never cheat. I consider myself too important to do that.” What does she mean? 
8. How does Mrs. Frankweiler help both Claudia and Jamie get something they want? 
LITERARY ELEMENTS
9. Foreshadowing: How does the author foreshadow the file that holds Mrs. Frankweiler's secret?
PERSONAL RESPONSE
10. Is Mrs. Frankweiler the way you expected she would be? Why or why not?
11. Claudia says you should learn something new every day. Mrs. Frankweiler says that some days you should learn a lot, but on others you should let “what is already in you to swell up inside you until it touches everything.” Which idea do you agree with and why?
12. Why isn't a secret much fun if no one knows you have it?
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