“The Ship in a Bottle”
Reading Schedule:

Week 1




Week 2

Mon. – Ch. 1



Mon. Ch. 7 


Tues. – Ch. 2



Tues. Ch. 8

Wed. – Ch. 3-4



Wed. Ch. 9

Thurs. – Ch. 5



Thurs. Ch. 10

Fri. – Ch. 6




Fri. Ch. 11

Comprehension Questions:
Chapters 1-2

1. As the mystery opens, what are Allie and her friends preparing for? What is the prize? Why do you think the prize is so important to Allie?

2. Who is T.S. Lang? What is his job? Why do you think he set up the race?

3. What happens at the Tinkham house? What do you think is strange about the break-in?

4. Who are Tony Pucci and Mark mason? Are they friends? What do you know so far about the people renting the Lang guest cottage?

Chapters 3-4

1. What did Allie notice about her tools when she returned? What do you think happened?

2. Why are the Selfridges angry with Allie and Jinx? What is Allie and Jinx’s reaction to this?

3. Why do Allie and Liz decide to camp out? Is this a good idea?

Chapters 5-6

1. Why do Allie, Liz, Drew, and Jinx go chasing through the woods? What signs of intruders do they find the next morning?

2. Why do Jinx and Allie ask to look at Tony’s wrecked boat? What does Daniel find outside that may help Allie prove she didn’t do it?

3. What does the phrase ‘the moochers’ mean? (p. 78) What do Mr. Lang’s cousins do that showed they are moochers?

Chapters 7-8

1. What do you think is in the box Allie delivers to Lang’s cottage? (p91-92) Why do you think Tye gets so angry again?

2. How might Allie prove she is innocent? What clues does she have so far?

3. What is on the piece of paper Drew finds in Mrs. Tinkham’s garden? What new clues might it offer?

Chapters 9-10

1. How is Mrk Mason’s boat like Allie’s? (p. 118)
2. Describe what happens to Tye during the race?

3. How does Allie discover the relationship between T.S. Lang and the people renting Lang’s cottage?

4. Who wins the race? What does Jinx tell Mrs. Tinkham? How does this news prove who the culprit is?

Chapter 11

1. Based on their actions and words, how would you describe the Selfridge family?

2. What is the mystery of the ship in the bottle? How will this help the town?

3. The last line on p. 148 says, “And even though Allie hadn’t won a thing, she still felt like a winner.” What do you think this means?

